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For her first exhibition  in Accra, the photographer Virginie 
Vlaminck sticks to her favourite technique – black and white 
pictures. In a world where digital techniques tend to be the 
standard, it is a challenge to stay faithful to the basic techniques of 
photography. It is a challenge to stay ‘down to earth’. 
Her pictures in this exhibition take you around West-Africa and 
each of them shows you her love for this part of the world. 
 
Virginie has wanted to invite for this exhibition a painter that 
creates a symbiosis with her own work. Gabriel Eklou is a known 
painter in Accra with evocative works that invite you to take a step 
back and have a second view. This self-trained artist surprises you 
with symbolic, although clearly African, landscapes with figures 
that are extremely extended. In most of his works you find back 
his love for earth colours that he uses in a never ending variety. 
 
This exhibition shows that different art disciplines can match 
perfectly together. Please take your time, enjoy and maybe come 
back tomorrow to have another look. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
GABRIEL EKLOU 

 
A dynamic artist who emerged on the visual arts scene in Ghana 
with a bang, Eklou has over the years carved a niche for himself 
with extremely evocative works that tend to reveal his innermost 
thoughts, ideas and feelings. 
 
Indeed, pieces by Eklou are characterised by subdivided fields 
with diverse shades of pastels alongside muted colours that 
appear secondary to his compositions. His cultural symbols, which 
are often in dark colours, are arbitrarily delineated and 
demarcated. 
 
Perhaps, his most significant trademark is the ubiquitous presence 
of stilt figures with extenuated limbs and loose amorphous forms – 
indeed, their high waists, distended bellies, tapering hands and 
legs all recall images of Ghanaian folklore. 
 
He often digresses with symbolic landscapes which comprise 
scenes that depict extremely exaggerated figures thus eliciting a 
kind of empathy while taking viewers out of their everyday reality 
– and consequently immersing them into his own hyper-reality. 
 
 
A multi lingual artist who is largely self-trained, Eklou’s love for 
earth colours knows no boundaries as they continue to show up in 
most of his works. Undeniably, he has an uncanny ability to play 
and move colours with relative ease. 
 
Eklou keeps a steady pace since 1996 with exhibitions once or 
twice a year : Vancouver Canada (1996), Lomé Togo (1997), 
Munich Germany (1999), Accra and Kumasi Ghana (1997-1998-
2002-2003-2004). 



VIRGINIE VLAMINCK 
 
Virginie is a professional photographer. After 4 years of studies at 
the ‘Academy of Arts’ at Ghent in her country of origin Belgium 
and a short stay at the ‘Arts and Design College of Bournemouth’ 
in the U.K., she published a book of photographs together with 
two fellow photographers. 
 
Immediately after she exposed her work at four exhibitions in 
Belgium – at Eeklo, Ghent and Antwerp – and in collaboration 
with other artists in the city of Tilburg in the Netherlands. 
 
A big change into her life and consequently in her photography 
came with the move to Guinée in 1994. Her love for Africa was 
born in the bush of Guinée and has never left her since. Her 
pictures of  every day life show her love tinged with a touch of 
sadness. In Guinée she organized an exhibition in 1996 and 1998 in 
the National Museum of Conakry and Hôtel Camayenne. 
Exhibitions  followed in 2000 and 2002 on Bonny Island in Nigeria. 
In September 2003 she moved again and discovered Ghana in all 
its beauty. 
 
Virginie makes a clear choice. She sticks to the basic techniques of 
photography in black and white, an area in which she has 
specialized over the past 10 years. It may seem simple at  first 
view, but ask her pupils in Accra that she teaches and they will tell 
you they still have a long way to go.  
 
The pictures of this exhibition taken in Ghana, Mali, Burkina Faso, 
Nigeria, South Africa, Benin and Guinée show the beauty in 
people and nature, the richness of Africa. The images caught in a 
split second demonstrate at the same moment the beauty and 
sometimes the poverty behind it. 
 


