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Virginie is a professional photographer, who moved to Manila in 
2010.  
She undertook four years of studies at the Academy of Arts in 
Ghent, Belgium, her country of origin and also studied briefly at the 
Arts and Design College of Bournemouth in the U.K.  
A move to Guinea in West Africa in 1994 triggered a big life change 
and consequently a change in photography style. There, her love for 
Africa was born and has remained with her ever since. After 
Guinea-Conakry she lived in Nigeria for four years and in Ghana six 
years. 
 

                                                     

 
 
 
Her work in West Africa was a 
combination of teaching black & 
white photography, shoots for 
private companies or organisations 
and the setup of several 
exhibitions. These exhibitions 
always had her own work as a 
basis, but she invited other artists 
(such as painters, sculptors, 
furniture designers) to join or 
requested them to make special 
frames for the photographs or paint 
on top of her pictures and thereby 
extend them.  

 
Although already underway in Ghana, the short move in 2008 to 
Abu Dhabi in the Middle East triggered fully her digital 
photography era with courses to students in the basics of the use of a 
digital camera, portrait and landscape photography.  



Virginie followed further in Dubai with workshops on Photoshop 
and the use of RAW format to form herself more. After 1,5 years in 
Abu Dhabi, she was happy to move to the Philippines as the subjects 
to capture are less limited than in the Middle East.    
 
The photographs here exposed are the result of one year in the 
country of 7,000 islands. It is ‘back to basics’; after a journey of 
exhibitions where the pictures were put in special frames, where 
painted photographs were created, the pictures of today are pure 
again, black and white in a simple frame, with no distraction from 
the image. The handmade frames are designed by Nana Anoff, a 
friend and sculptor in Ghana. 
 
As you walk through this house in Dasmarinas you will make a 
journey through the Philippines and a small detour to China. People 
and landscapes were snapped during their day to day activities 
where it is clear that the real life in the Philippines is not the one 
most of us circle in day to day. 
 
This exhibition is sponsored by the Belgian Embassy and by the 
Belgian Filipino Business Club where Virginie was active as the 
Secretary since November 2010. 
Part of the sales will be donated to the ‘Little Children’s home’, an 
orphanage in Tay Tay , Rizal, set up by the family Gunderson in 
1991. Upstairs you can enjoy a small projection of images of 
children living at the orphanage. 
You will also find on the first floor pictures by Virginies students 
captured during their photography courses as well some art works 
by her daughter Saran and friend Jack Rogers (for sale). 
 
Enjoy this first and last exhibition of Virginie in Manila as she 
moves immediately after to Chennai, India. Until we meet again. 
 
 


